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Welcome to the July IssueWelcome to the July Issue Industry NewsIndustry News
Bipartisan Legislation Introduced to Protect Small 

Businesses from Natural Disasters

July 8, 2020 — Yesterday, U.S. Representatives Joe Morelle (D-NY-25), Jack Bergman (R-MI-01), Jared Golden 
(D-ME-02), and Pete Stauber (R-MN-08) introduced landmark legislation backed by the recreational boating 
industry that would give small businesses the opportunity to access much needed capital to invest in disaster 
resilient infrastructure. The bill – formally known as the Providing Resources for Emergency Preparedness and 
Resilient Enterprises (PREPARE) Act – would allow the Small Business Administration to make low-interest, 
fixed rate loans of up to $500,000 to small businesses to invest in their properties to protect their facilities, real 
estate and contents from natural disasters.

“This bill has wide-reaching benefits to the marina and boatyard industry,” said Association of Marina Indus-
tries (AMI) legislative outreach coordinator Eric Kretsch. “Small businesses constitute a large portion of our 
industry, and by nature, we’re located in vulnerable areas. This program will provide another mechanism to 
upgrade infrastructure and increase the resilience of our industry to natural disasters.”

Infrastructure and resilience are two top priorities for the Association of Marina Industries

“Our community knows all too well how devastating flooding can be to local businesses — many of which are 
already struggling with the severe financial impacts of COVID-19,” said Congressman Joe Morelle. “It’s more 
important now than ever that we take preventative action to prepare for future flooding and protect our small 
businesses from additional economic hardship. Strong mitigation efforts are the key to our resiliency, and 
that’s why I’m so proud to introduce this much-needed legislation to help strengthen coastal communities.”

“The First District of Michigan has more shoreline than any Congressional District in the nation. Many businesses 
face the threat of devastating floods and increased uncertainty as water levels across the Great Lakes region con-
tinue rising and natural disasters strike,” said Rep. Jack Bergman. “The PREPARE Act is a step forward in helping 
businesses across the nation create mitigation plans to ensure their viability and resiliency for the future.”

“Small businesses located on Maine’s coastline and riversides frequently deal with flooding, which can threaten 
good jobs and now our economic recovery due to business delays and property damage,” said Congressman 
Jared Golden. “The best way to protect small businesses and workers from natural disasters like floods is to be 
well- prepared. I am glad to be joining this bipartisan bill to help small businesses access the capital they need 
to plan for and mitigate flooding risks and other disasters.”
 
“As a small business owner, I understand that businesses often face obstacles that are outside of their control,” 
said Congressman Peter Stauber. “While small businesses work to recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, it is 
imperative that we take preemptive steps to protect our small businesses from additional hurdles that may 
cause further economic harm. Therefore, I am proud to back bipartisan legislation that will help small busi-
nesses strengthen their infrastructure, helping to prepare for the possibility of future flooding.”

“Small businesses, and recreational boat dealers in particular, depend on strong infrastructure to be able to make 
their living,” said Marine Retailers Association of the America’s government relations manager Adam Fortier-Brown. 

“As small businesses drive our nation’s economic recovery through and beyond Co-
vid-19, the PREPARE ACT will give them the tools they need to invest in climate-
resilient infrastructure to protect and prepare their businesses and employees from 
the next inevitable disaster, and prevent costly repairs that would stifle job growth.”

https://www.linkedin.com/company/25065426/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Association-of-Marina-Industries/1385586385013432
https://twitter.com/marinaassoc/
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This program would be the only SBA program focused 
solely on small business disaster prevention and would 
complement rebuilding efforts through the government 
agency’s disaster loan programs. Research shows that 
every $1 the government spends on disaster mitigation, 
such as improving existing infrastructure or elevating 
homes and businesses, saves taxpayers an average of $6.

“Small, family owned recreational boating businesses 
are among the most susceptible to the devastation of
erosion, rising water levels and many additional ef-
fects of climate change,” said Callie Hoyt, director of 
federal government relations for the National Ma-
rine Manufacturers Association. “Reauthorizing the 
Small Business Administration’s Pre-Disaster Mitiga-
tion Loan program would make these businesses and 
communities better prepared to weather the increas-
ing number of natural disasters and we applaud Rep-
resentatives Jim Morelle (D-NY-25), Jack Bergman 
(R-MI-01), Jared Golden (D-ME-02) and Pete Stauber 
(R-MN-08) for their leadership on this critical issue.”

Across much of the United States, the flood risk is far 
greater than government estimates show, new calcula-
tions suggest, exposing millions of people to a hidden 
threat — and one that will only grow as climate change 
worsens. That new calculation, which takes into account 
sea-level rise, rainfall and flooding along smaller creeks 
not mapped federally, estimates that 14.6 million prop-
erties are at risk from what experts call a 100-year flood, 
far more than the 8.7 million properties shown on fed-
eral government flood maps. A 100-year flood is one 
with a 1 percent chance of striking in any given year.

A study by the MRAA and AMI found that marine 
business need significant funding to protect from 
flooding, requiring an average of $260,000 to invest 
in projects like elevating buildings, bulkheads, con-
structing flood barriers or levees, dry and wet flood-
proofing, yard regrading, and sewer back up protec-
tions. This is an issue that transcends industries where 
all small businesses across the country face similar 
needs to mitigate damages caused by an increase in 
frequency and severity of natural disasters, costing 
the U.S. over $800 Billion in the last decade.

“This initiative stemmed from the collaboration of the 
boating industry and shows how strong our collective 

Industry NewsIndustry News

Industry News continued on Page  4

efforts are. AMI looks forward to continued partner-
ship with NMMA and MRAA on future legislation”, 
Eric Kretsch, Legislative Cooridator, AMI.

IBEX 2020 in Tampa Cancelled, 
Transitioning to Virtual Event

Source: NMMA.org

The 30th International BoatBuilders’ Exhibition and 
Conference (IBEX), scheduled for September 29 – Oc-
tober 1, 2020, announced today it will transition to a 
virtual-only event allowing the entire marine industry to 
come together in a new way as an online community. 
This decision was made to pivot the in-person show to 
a virtual only event due to the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic. The marine industry will still be able to connect 
online with all the experts and product manufacturers at 
the new IBEX virtual event on the same IBEX 2020 dates. 

“The health and safety of our visitors, exhibitors, and 
partners is our primary concern,” said Anne Dunbar, IBEX 
Show Director. “While gathering in-person is not the 
right decision this year, we will instead connect virtually. 
IBEX is known for forward-thinking education and allow-
ing buyers and manufacturers to meet and do business. 
We are working to bring all that you expect from IBEX 
to an online format. With the barriers of travel, budget 
constraints and time away from the office removed, this 
is a unique opportunity to attend from a distance and 
a great chance to share IBEX with your co-workers and 
teams who don’t typically attend, particularly emerging 
professionals or those new to the marine industry.”

The details for IBEX Online: A Virtual Experience are 
currently being developed. Registration for the new 
virtual IBEX experience will be announced in August.

Safe Harbor Marinas Acquires Five 
Southeast Locations

Source: Soundings Trade Only by Reagan Haynes

Safe Harbor Marinas has acquired Peninsula Yacht 
Club, Skippers Landing Marina, Kings Point Marina, 

http://www.ibexshow.com/
http://www.ibexshow.com/
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Bahia Bleu Marina and Reserve Harbor Yacht Club.

The first three locations are on Lake Norman in Char-
lotte, N.C.; Bahia Bleu is located in Savannah, Ga., and 
Reserve Harbor is in Pawleys Island, S.C.

Safe Harbor has expanded its network to 105 marinas 
across 22 states with the additions.

"We're especially excited to welcome these incred-
ible properties to Safe Harbor," said Safe Harbor chief 
investment officer Jason Hogg in a statement. "We're 
thrilled to expand our presence on Lake Norman…
and to open two additional transient destinations in 
Savannah… and coastal South Carolina. All five prop-
erties are high quality additions to our portfolio."

"From the beginning, we set out to create the world's 
first true network for boaters. We bring our members 
an experience unlike anything that has ever existed 
before,” said Safe Harbor chief marketing officer Brad 
Alesi. “We welcome our newest members and are ex-
cited to introduce them to the lifestyle that awaits all 
Safe Harbor Members.”

Congress Passes Great American 
Outdoors Act

Source: Boating Industry

Yesterday, in an overwhelmingly bipartisan vote, 
Congress passed the Great American Outdoors Act – 
legislation that will stimulate the recreational boating 
industry and create more safe and sustainable recre-
ation access for all Americans. The bill – which is ex-
pected to be signed by President Trump in the com-
ing days – follows years of advocacy by the outdoor 
recreation community, including NMMA and boating 
industry stakeholders.

The Great American Outdoors Act addresses two 
long-standing priorities of the outdoor recreation 
community. First, it fully funds the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund – a go-to program for conserv-
ing and maximizing outdoor recreation access. Sec-
ond, the bill tackles the maintenance backlog on our 
public lands and waters by investing in boating infra-
structure like docks, ramps and parking facilities.

“With more Americans flocking to boating in the era 
of social distancing, the Great American Outdoors 
Act is the shot in the arm we need to continue de-
livering the memorable experiences and significant 
economic impact our industry provides, including 
more than 35,000 businesses and 700,000 American 
jobs,” said Frank Hugelmeyer, NMMA president. “We 
applaud Congress for coming together in an over-
whelmingly bipartisan manner on legislation that en-
sures both local economies and families can reap the 
benefits of outdoor recreation activities for genera-
tions to come.”

“From Boating United and social media, to coalition 
letters and virtual meetings with members of Con-
gress, the recreational boating industry – in concert 
with our outdoor recreation community partners – 
showed exactly what can be accomplished when we 
all work together to advance a top advocacy priority,” 
said Nicole Vasilaros, NMMA senior vice president of 
government and legal affairs. 

“Thanks to the tireless work of countless NMMA 
members and boating industry stakeholders, the 
Great American Outdoors Act is the law of the land, 

- FULL SERVICE -

- HIGH AMENITY -

- OVER 320 BOAT SLIPS -

- ON-SITE STORAGE - 

- 8.8% CAP RATE -

FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE CALL:
248.358.0100

DETROIT MARINA 
FOR SALE!

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/safe-harbor-marinas-acquires-tri-w-portfolio-301092739.html
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which will allow more American to get out on the wa-
ter today and beyond.”

BoatUS Urges EPA to Improve Ethanol 
Warnings

Source: Marina Dockage

In a recent Harris Poll, 54 percent of consumers be-
lieved that the small orange E15 fuel warning label, 
about the size of a pack of gum, needs to be larger, 
clearer and mandatory on all gas station fuel-dispens-
ing pumps. E15 (fuel containing 15 percent ethanol) is 
prohibited by federal law for use in recreational boat 
engines and voids many marine engine warranties.

“It’s clear that the Environmental Protection Agency 
has not done enough to protect boat owners and a 
range of consumers,” Boat Owners Association of The 
United States (BoatUS) manager of Government Af-
fairs David Kennedy said. “Some fuels are being mar-
keted and sold to consumers as low-cost alternatives 
but without having the necessary clear warnings on 
the pump that highlight increased ethanol content. 
‘Regular 88’ fuel, typically the cheapest choice at the 
pump, contains 15 percent ethanol (E15), enough to 
harm a vessel’s motor and void the engine manufac-
turer’s warranty. Only 22 percent of consumers in the 
Harris Poll correctly identified the fuel as E15.”

BoatUS, along with additional stakeholders, is ask-
ing why, after consistent urging, EPA has not done a 
better job warning boaters, those with gasoline-pow-
ered equipment, and vehicle owners not warrantied 
for fuels above E10 to stay away from this new gen-
eration of higher ethanol fuels intended to increase 
America’s consumption of government-subsidized 
corn-based ethanol.

In comments filed June 29 by BoatUS and its partners 
on EPA’s proposed Fuels Regulatory Streamlining rule-
making provisions on mitigating misfueling with 10.5 
percent to 15 percent ethanol (E15) fuels, the group 
of consumer and industry associations said, “As EPA 
has worked to broaden the availability of E15 in the 
U.S., including most recently in last year’s repeal of 

seasonal restrictions on the sale of higher-blend etha-
nol fuels, our organizations have consistently urged 
EPA to implement a more effective Misfueling Mitiga-
tion Program. … The misfueling of marine engines and 
vessels, off-road vehicles, motorcycles and outdoor 
power equipment places significant burdens on both 
the American consumer and product manufacturers. 
Risks outlined for consumers include potential product 
damage and/or compromised performance, economic 
loss and potentially unsafe products.”

The partners urge public education efforts; improve-
ment to the ethanol content warning label type, size 
and pump location; evaluating the adoption of differ-
ent fuel pump nozzle sizes; ceasing misleading mar-
keting of ethanol fuels; evaluating the use of physical 
barriers and keypad systems; and offering a dedicat-
ed pump for E0 (0 percent ethanol) fuel.

Maryland Grants $13.5 Million for 
Water Access Improvement Projects

Source: Marina Dockage

The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is 
providing $13.5 million in Waterway Improvement 
Fund grants in Fiscal Year 2021 to enhance and im-
prove public boating access facilities, water safety 
and navigation throughout the state.

This funding will go toward 43 projects in 17 coun-
ties, along with grants for statewide projects and 
emergency needs. Funded projects include renova-
tions to public boating access infrastructure such as 
boat ramps, piers, pilings, bulkheads; dredging of 
navigable waterways; icebreaking; and emergency 
water rescue vessels and equipment for emergency 
and first responders.

The Waterway Improvement Fund was created in 
1966 to support the development, enjoyment and 
use of Maryland’s waters for the benefit of the gen-
eral boating and cruising public. It is primarily derived 
from a 5 percent vessel excise tax on boat purchases 
and titling.

Projects to be funded in Fiscal Year 2021 can be found 
here.

http://boatus.com/
http://boatus.com/
https://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2020/07/02/maryland-waterway-improvement-fund-awards-13-5-million-2/


6

https://marinaassociation.org/conferenceandexpo


7

     Legislation &     Legislation &
          Partnerships          Partnerships

Legislative and Data

AMI confirms positive industry outlook pre-Covid-19
The Association of Marina Industries’ new Marina In-
dustry Economic Outlook Report, using data collect-
ed in early 2020, confirmed anecdotal industry senti-
ment of a positive 2019 boating season and positive 
outlook for the summer of 2020. 

AMI found that over 50% of marinas responding to 
the survey reported a 90% or higher slip occupancy. 
10% of participants in the survey recorded 100% oc-
cupancy for the 2019 season. 

This summer, in reaching out to its members, AMI 
found that many marinas throughout the United 
States are at 100% occupancy and that demand for 
slips exceeds 

One AMI board member exclaimed, “I am getting calls 
every day, I could sell my marina twice over”.  

AMI plans on a Fall survey to capture more informa-
tion about the 2020 boating season and the outlook 
for 2021. For more information on AMI’s Marina In-
dustry Economic Report head to AMI’s publications 
page or contact Eric Kretsch at EKretsch@MarinaAs-
sociation.org.

The Great American Outdoors Act – a historic bill is 
passed
In the evening of Wednesday, July 23 the U.S. House 
of Representatives passed the Great American Out-
doors Act (GAOA) by a vote of 310-107. AMI as part 
of the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable (ORR) was at 
the forefront of this landmark legislation, leading the 
effort to include maintenance backlog funding for 
the U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. ORR brought to-
gether 127 outdoor recreation businesses including 

members of the marina industry in support of GAOA; 
garnering House support and much more. 

We thank all AMI members for their support in pass-
ing this legislation and to our fellow ORR members 
for their tireless efforts. 

The outdoor recreation industry is ready to usher in 
the next golden age of the outdoor experiences af-
ter the House passed, in bipartisan fashion, the Great 
American Outdoors Act,” said Jessica (Wahl) Turner, 
executive director of Outdoor Recreation Round-
table. “GAOA is a major 21st century achievement 
and a reminder that when all sides work together, 
we can accomplish great things for the outdoors 
and the nation. We applaud House leaders — par-
ticularly Speaker Pelosi, Representatives Cunningham 
and Simpson, among many others — for helping to 
get this done. We urge President Trump to sign this 
bill into law as soon as possible so the outdoor rec-
reation sector can help drive economic recovery in 
communities across the country and all Americans 
can connect with outdoor experiences that improve 
health and quality of life.”

Congressional Climate

By Jason Ortega, Lobbyit.com

What We’re Monitoring
Negotiations for the next round of stimulus are 
slowly ramping up in the Senate. One sticking point 
is what to do about the enhanced unemployment 
benefits that will expire at the end of July. Republi-
can leadership has stated that they will not extend 
the program and that the overall stimulus package 
will be significantly smaller than previous proposals, 
including House Democrats’ HEROES Act. Democrats 
are pushing for additional funding to state and local 

By Eric KretschBy Eric Kretsch

Legislation & Partnerships continued on Page 8

mailto:EKretsch@MarinaAssociation.org
mailto:EKretsch@MarinaAssociation.org
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Legislation & Partnerships continued from Page 7

governments, education, and some are proposing an 
unemployment boost with ‘automatic stabilizers’ that 
will adjust the rate based on the state’s unemploy-
ment percentage. 

Senate leadership has stated that negotiations are 
ramping up and will begin in earnest after the holiday 
weekend. Leader McConnell said that the Senate will 
recess for August starting on Aug. 6th, as scheduled. 
Thus, a deal on a stimulus package must be reached 
in a two-week window at the end of July when both 
the House and Senate are in session. 

This is what we know so far – 

• Some amount of additional direct payments to 
individuals/families, likely with a much lower 
income threshold than the last one. 

• Recently, the Administration and GOP have 
warmed to the idea of continuing a federal 
unemployment insurance bump, but reduced 
from the current $600, something in the $200-
400 range has been discussed. 

• Additional federal dollars for testing, though 
the Administration has pushed back on this 
proposal by its own party. 

• The Sen. McConnell redline issue is a liability 
shield. He is currently circulating a proposal 
that would provide a five-year shield to liability 
for businesses and employers if they take steps 
to comply with public-health guidance; also 
makes any cause of action for personal injuries 
from coronavirus exposure a federal one. Sig-
nificant pushback from Dems is expected. 

• Bipartisan support for expanding employment 
retention tax credit. 

• Bipartisan support for automatically forgiving 
PPP loans of under $150,000. 

• Bipartisan support for being allowed to deduct 
expenses that were paid for with PPP dollars. 

• There is not a lot of emphasis by Republicans 
for a significant investment in state and local 
budgets, that is going to be a major sticking 
point. The business liability issue will also be a 
major issue. Overall, the cap that Senate GOP 
leadership has proposed is $1 trillion for the 
entire measure, which is a long way off from 
the House Democrats’ $3 trillion plan.

Paycheck Protection Program Outreach

• Expansion of PPP to C6’s, and we’ve spoken ex-
tensively with offices, focusing on the Senate 
since the House has already passed its version 
of the stimulus package. Senators Kaine, War-
ner, King, Rubio, Scott, Cassidy, and other of-
fices, including committee staff. 

• Right before the expiration of the program, 
Congress, in a surprise move, approved extend-
ing the program until the end of the first week of 
August. There were no other changes to the pro-
gram. It is unclear how impactful this extension 
will be because demand has dropped to a trickle 
with over $100 billion remaining in the program 
for the last several weeks. Currently, the Senate 
is negotiating how to modify and expand the 
program in a way to provide much-needed as-
sistance to businesses that need help but do not 
benefit from the program in its present state. 

Additional Small Business Support Items

• Pandemic Risk Insurance Act – Our team con-
tinues to be the leading advocates for this bill 
on the Hill. In the last month, we’ve aggressive-
ly reached out to over a dozen Republican of-
fices to build bipartisan support and heighten 
odds of passage.

• Travel America Act – this bill captures part of 
the proposal that I’ve highlighted previously 
that would provide refundable tax credit for 
eligible business travel, including conferences 
and business events. Currently, the most prom-
inent group advocating for it is US Travel, and 
we are working closely with their team and the 
broader coalition. 
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Environmental NewsEnvironmental News

Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve 
Signed into Law

Source: Trade Only Today by Jeff Moser

In a move backed by conservation groups as well as the 
recreational boating and fishing community and the local 
community, Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis signed HB Cap-
tains for Clean Water, Wild Oceans and several others. 

1061 — the Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve — into law.

State lawmakers approved a pair of bills to create an 
aquatic preserve back in March.

The preserve spans approximately 800 square miles 
of Citrus, Hernando and Pasco counties and will pro-
tect about 400,000 acres of vital seagrass beds.
The bill received significant support, including a save 

our seagrass coalition led by the International Game 
Fish Association that gathered recreational angling 
and manufacturing groups including the National 
Marine Manufacturers Association, Captains for Clean 
Water, Wild Oceans and several others.

“Establishing the Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve is an 
important step to address water quality and habitat 
conservation for some of Florida’s most iconic fisheries,” 
said Kellie Ralston, southeast fisheries policy director for 
the American Sportfishing Association in a statement. 
“Sport fishing in the state supports more than 106,000 
jobs and has an economic impact of $11.5 billion.”

The local community also came out strongly to sup-
port the bill. In March, more than 100 business in the 
tri-county area signed a letter in favor of the preserve.
Similar to the other aquatic preserves in the state, 
recreational activity — boating, fishing and scallop-
ing — would still be permitted within its borders.

https://igfa.org/2020/02/20/save-our-seagrass/
https://igfa.org/2020/02/20/save-our-seagrass/
https://images.saymedia-content.com/.image/cs_srgb/MTczNzc0MzAzNTEzMjkwMjk4/naturecoastaquaticpreserve.pdf
https://www.pewtrusts.org/-/media/assets/2020/03/nature-coast-ap-business-sign-on-letter-march-2.pdf
http://www.seatech.com
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Become a Certified Marina Manager (CMM) 
or Certified Marina Operator (CMO)

CMM/CMO
Certified Marina Managers (CMM) and Certified Marina Operators (CMO) are marina professionals who have 
completed an extensive training and certification process through the globally recognized International Marina 
Institute (IMI) and embrace the continuance of education and training for themselves and those who work within 
the marina industry.

How do I become a CMM or CMO?
Step 1

Attend the Intermediate Marina Management Course (IMM). This course focuses on marina operations, 
policies, and procedures. Marina-man-agement pros offer their expert thinking about business issues and 
challenges throughout the industry.   

Topics include marina-law risk and liabilities, fire and emergency-response planning, environmental 
management, health and safety compliance, and personal self improvement skills

*Must have one year of marina management experience to attend.

Step 2

Attend the Advance Marina Management Course (AMM). Through small groups, interactive workshops, 
and specific case studies, the AMM course examines such topics as profit-center management, regulations and 
permit-ting, operations, marina law, human resource management, risk management and loss control, 
improving the quality and value of services, policy and procedure manuals, business strategy and financial 
management, marketing, promotion, and pricing.

The AMM offers its graduates a national and international business perspec-tive on management issues, and a 
long-term network of international con-tacts to rely on in the future.  

*Must have three years of marina management experience and attended IMM Course.

Step 3

Upon completion of the IMM and AMM courses you then apply for the certification that you qualify for, CMM 
or CMO.
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Around The WorldAround The World
METSTRADE 2020 on Track

New Cancellation Policy and Virtual 
Event to Run Alongside

Source: IBI News

METSTRADE 2020, which will run from 17-19 Novem-
ber in Amsterdam, is still on track, according to or-
ganisers the RAI, who today unveiled new initiatives 
to ensure a safe and successful show.

A statement released to exhibitors today reads:
”We have recently listened to our visitors and ex-
hibitors. Our recent survey among previous visitors 
pointed out that no less than 71% are (very) inter-
ested in visiting the show and over 1,250 exhibitors 
have registered so far. We are excited to see that so 
many have the desire to bring the industry together.
But we also understand uncertainty and we put qual-
ity above everything and looking at the longer term. 

Together with ICOMIA we have issued a temporary 
adjustment to our cancellation policy to take away 

any concerns. This means that companies who want 
to cancel their participation in METSTRADE 2020 can 
do so free of charge provided they commit to MET-
STRADE 2021 before the 1st of August 2020.

METSTRADE 2020 will be a hybrid event. Award cer-
emonies, presentations and panel discussions will be 
simultaneously available online. In addition, MET-
STRADE will offer the opportunity to virtually join 
exhibitors and visitors present in the RAI with online 
matchmaking tools. This way we will engage those 
who were forced to stay at home, so that they can 
also be part of this year’s METSTRADE.”

Niels Klarenbeek, director METSTRADE, says: ”MET-
STRADE’s strength lies in connecting people. MET-
STRADE is the world’s largest trade exhibition for 
equipment, materials and systems for the interna-
tional leisure marine industry. 

We believe that we can bring our physical event to 
a higher platform where the best of both worlds, of-
fline and online, seamlessly merge in a hybrid event 
in November.”

Take Your Marina to the 
Next Level

The Marina Policy Guidelines Manual offers marina 
owners and managers a guide to implementing policies 
that will professionalize the management of your marina. 

Written by Carl Wolf CMM, CMI of Robson Forensic, 
the Manual provides policies covering administration, 
marina operations, marketing, financial controls, 
and maintenance, as well as safety, security and 
environmental issues. Purchase now.

https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
https://marinaassociation.org/store_product.asp?prodid=26
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Dear AMI Member,

The Association of  Marina Industries, the industry’s 
leading national voice and advocate, who looks to ed-
ucate and connect marina professionals, has partnered 
with Aon. Aon is one of  the leading insurance brokers 
in the marine, resort, and hospitality industry worldwide. 
Aon recognizes Certified Marina Managed (CMM) and 
Operated (CMO) facilities by bringing additional value 
and cost savings that directly impact your bottom line.

Bring your insurance needs to John Chiazza, at Aon to 
see if  he can offer you a cost saving alternative to your 
current program. John will take the time to review, con-
sult, and offer insurance options exclusive to AMI ma-
rina members.       

Thank you for supporting the Association of  Marina In-
dustries where we continue to look for ways to bring ad-
ditional value to you and your business.

Association of  Marina Industries

mailto:john.chiazza@aon.com
https://marinaassociation.org/
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News From WashingtonNews From Washington
  

In partnership with the National Marine Manufac-
turer’s Association

Boating Community Calls on Congress 
to Invest in Recreation Water 

Infrastructure Projects

With the U.S. House of Representatives advancing 
its version of the Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) of 2020 – biannual legislation that authorizes 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) civilian water 
infrastructure projects – NMMA, the Association of 
Marina Industries (AMI), Boat Owners Association of 
The United States (Boat US), and the Marine Retailers 
Association of the Americas (MRAA) sent a letter to 
the chamber’s leaders commending the bipartisan ef-
forts to develop the measure and urging swift pas-
sage of the bill. According to NMMA, the legislation 
addresses many of the recreational boating commu-
nity’s top access, conservation and infrastructure pri-
orities and opens the door for incorporating addition-
al recreation focused objectives in future WRDA bills.

“As our industry faces unprecedented economic 
and access challenges resulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic, we cannot stress enough the importance 
of healthy, accessible, and navigable waterways to 
revitalizing America’s recreational boating economy, 
and the small businesses and local communities it 
supports,” wrote the organizations. “We applaud the 
inclusion of the specific provisions listed [in this let-
ter, which] will take great strides in improving fed-
eral efforts to combat aquatic invasive species (AIS), 
improve recreational access, and investments in key 
conservation and resiliency initiatives.”

Specifically, the legislation would tackle water qual-
ity issues, coastal resiliency challenges, small and 
emerging harbor infrastructure needs, and additional 
waterway access initiatives, including:

• The spread of AIS and harmful algal blooms;
• Everglades and Great Lakes restoration;
• The impacts of climate change on coastal com-

munities;

• Funding for water infrastructure projects in small 
and emerging harbors; and

• Equitable funding for recreation-based water-
ways.

“While these provisions represent significant steps 
forward in protecting and preserving aquatic eco-
systems and building more resilient water infrastruc-
ture, we look forward to working with Congress in 
developing stronger water infrastructure policies in 
subsequent water resources development authoriza-
tions that more prominently prioritize recreation ac-
cess in projects carried out by the USACE navigation 
and natural resources business lines,” the letter con-
tinued. “The recreation sector is an economic power-
house that stands to play a large role in our nation’s 
economic recovery but realizing our industry’s full 
economic potential will depend on development of 
comprehensive infrastructure policies that prioritize 
and support recreational access.”

Click here to read the full letter.

NMMA expects the House to pass WRDA before the 
August recess and reconcile its version with the U.S. 
Senate’s bill in the weeks ahead. Following a final 
round of votes in both chambers of Congress, WRDA 
is forecasted to be signed into law before the end of 
2020, or earlier.

Senators Call for Including Outdoor 
Recreation Priorities in Next COVID-19 

Relief Bill

Last week, a dozen U.S. Senators sent a letter to the 
chamber’s leadership urging them to include support 
for outdoor recreation and public land infrastructure 
jobs in the next COVID-19 relief package, drawing 
praise from NMMA. In the letter, the Senators note 
that more investment is needed in order to bring 
back jobs lost as outdoor recreation has decreased 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our nation’s outdoor economy is hurting. According 
to the U.S. Census Bureau, which measured COVID-19 
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impacts on small businesses, 75 percent of small busi-
nesses in the category that includes outdoor recreation 
are struggling due to the crisis,” wrote the Senators. 
“The outdoor tourism and recreation industry, which 
employs 5.2 million American workers (3.4% of total 
U.S. employment), accounts for 2.2% of GDP, and gen-
erates $778 billion in economic output, has gone from 
one of the fastest growing sectors of our economy 
(3.9% annual growth) to experiencing record unem-
ployment. Not only does outdoor recreation serve as 
an outlet for individuals to enjoy natural spaces, espe-
cially during this pandemic, but it also creates oppor-
tunities to create jobs, stimulate the travel and tourism 
economy, and support public health.”

Led by Senator Jackey Rosen (D-NV), the letter was 
also signed by Senators Michael Bennet (D-CO), Bob 
Casey (D-PA), Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), Dianne Fein-
stein (D-CA), Kamala Harris (D-CA), Martin Heinrich 
(D-NM), Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Jeff Merkley (D-OR), 
Tom Udall (D-NM), Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), Ron 
Wyden (D-OR). NMMA thanks all Senators for their 
leadership on this issue and calls on all members of 
Congress to support the initiative.

Click here to read the full letter.

Sea Tow Foundation Receives Trust 
Fund Grant to Safely Dispose of Flares

The Sea Tow Foundation was recently awarded a new 
grant from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating 
Trust Fund (Trust Fund) to conduct a flare disposal 
program. Established by the recreational boating and 
fishing community and funded by boaters and an-
glers, the Trust Fund provides $650 million annually for 
safety, conservation, access and education programs. 
 
A flare is a pyrotechnic type of Visual Distress Sig-
nal (VDS), and all boaters are required by the Unit-
ed States Coast Guard (USCG) to carry both day and 
night VDS any time they are operating on coastal 
waters, the Great Lakes, or on the waters connect-
ing to these areas. This means that there are millions 
of boaters carrying flares while on their boats at any 
moment.

Flares expire after 42 months and must be replaced 
to meet the USCG’s carriage requirements. Simply 
throwing expired flares in the trash would be an en-
vironmental and health hazard. Unfortunately, there 
is no single agency or organization handling the 
disposal of unwanted and expired flares in the U.S. 
There is also unclear requirements at the state lev-
el about how flares should be disposed of properly. 
 
To address this challenge, the Sea Tow Foundation 
proposed working with the USCG to develop a flare 
disposal pilot program for boaters in Florida. This pilot 
program would utilize a mobile incineration unit that 
would traverse Florida over the 2021 year to safely 
dispose of flares collected at events around the state. 
 
“While flare disposal is not part of a boater’s legal re-
sponsibility, it does affect the environment when not 
disposed of properly,” stated Gail R. Kulp, Sea Tow 
Foundation’s Executive Director. She added, “Not dis-
posing of flares properly can also impact the safety of 
boaters if expired flares are stored on board boats.” 
 
Plans for the flare disposal program are still in the 
early stages, as this grant project just started on July 
1, 2020, but www.flaredisposal.com has been created 
and will have more information as it becomes available. 
 
In addition to this grant program, the Sea Tow Foun-
dation has received continued funding for their suc-
cessful Life Jacket Loaner Program grant for the 13th 
year ensuring that boaters all around the country can 
have access to properly fitting life jackets that can be 
borrowed and returned from a local stand. Life jacket 
applications for the 2021 boating season will be open-
ing on November 1, 2020, via www.boatingsafety.com.

NASBLA Requesting Input for 
Multiple-Use Water Management 

Survey by August 1

The National Association of Boating Law Adminis-
trators (NASBLA) is requesting stakeholder input to 
update A Guide for Multiple-Use Waterway Manage-
ment, Second Edition. The Second Edition was pub-
lished in 2004 and waterway managers have seen 
great changes and growth of multiple forms of rec-
reational boating in that time. The Third Edition up-
date will include a website with compilation of online 
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resources for managers who are responsible for the 
wise, safe multiple-use of rivers, lakes, harbors and 
coastal waterways.

NASBLA was awarded a national non-profit grant 
from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust 
Fund, which is administered by the United States 
Coast Guard, for the project. A steering committee 
including representatives from a wide range of user 
groups and management agencies will guide the 
project. Further information regarding the steering 
committee members as well as project information 
can be found here.

Survey responses will ensure the Third Edition of the 
Guide addresses topics of greatest concern with ex-
amples, if available, illustrating management chal-
lenges and successes. The survey is comprised of 10 
questions and should take fewer than eight minutes 
to complete. The survey will remain open until Au-
gust 1, 2020, to those who would like to participate. 
Access the survey here.

127 Outdoor Recreation Businesses 
Urge Congress to Pass the Great 

American Outdoors Act

Earlier this week, 127 outdoor recreation businesses 
– including NMMA members – sent a letter to the 
leaders of the U.S. House of Representatives urging 
passage of the Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA). 
GAOA, if passed, will stimulate the outdoor recreation 
industry and the thousands of small and large busi-
nesses that comprise the growing industry.

“Passing GAOA now would stimulate the outdoor rec-
reation industry made up of thousands of businesses 
that support communities in all 50 states, support ru-
ral economies, create jobs to carry out essential work, 
and provide opportunities for millions of Americans to 
recreate on our public lands and waters for genera-
tions to come,” wrote the businesses. “We know this 
vital legislation is slated for a vote later this month and 
we urge you to move as quickly as possible to get this 
legislation across the finish line. Your support of GAOA 
is a vote for American jobs and health, community re-
siliency and the outdoor recreation economy.”

“Our entire industry continues to spearhead support for 
GAOA — from skiers to snowmobilers, hunters to hikers, 
campers to RVers and climbers to motorcyclists,” said 
Jessica (Wahl) Turner, executive director of the Outdoor 
Recreation Roundtable (ORR). “Businesses have been 
making calls, running sign-on campaigns and sending 
letters. This unity in our business community showcases 
the incredible things we can accomplish when we work 
together. The House of Representatives has the oppor-
tunity to do something that truly outlasts their time in 
office and that will benefit the nation for decades to 
come by passing this once-in-a-generation legislation.”

Click here to read the letter.

Boating Caucus Co-Chair Introduces 
Legislation to Bolster American 

Manufacturing

Last week, U.S. Senator Gary Peters (D-MI) unveiled 
legislation that would establish an independent fed-
eral institute — the National Institute of Manufactur-

Development Opportunity: Joint Venture 
Partner Wanted

Federally Owned Land in Delaware under a long-term lease for existing marina. No acquisition costs, 
no real estate taxes for three separate parcels totaling +/- 35 acres available for development. 

Public sewer and water, development required to be leased to the public. Residential, hotel, 
restaurant and a fitness center are all development possibilities. Contact William Freas 610-633-
5083 or bestbuilt12@live.com.
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ing (NIM) — to serve as the hub for federal manu-
facturing programs. In response, NMMA applauded 
Senator Peters for taking bold action in support of 
domestic manufacturing.

The National Institute of Manufacturing Act would 
coordinate federal manufacturing programs across 
multiple agencies in order to better address both 
short-term supply chain issues caused by the Coro-
navirus pandemic and longer-term problems related 
to a lack of a national manufacturing strategy and 
accountability for implementing a strategy.

“For too long, our manufacturers and the millions of 
hardworking Americans they employ have been let 
down by a national piecemeal approach to manufac-
turing,” said Senator Peters, co-chair or the bipartisan 
Congressional Boating Caucus. “The need for a new, 
bold approach to revitalize American manufacturing 
has never been more evident. We must address vul-
nerabilities in our supply chain that have been further 
exposed by the Coronavirus pandemic and reduce 

our reliance on foreign manufacturers. That is why I 
introduced the National Institute of Manufacturing 
Act that would strengthen our manufacturing capa-
bilities, ensure we have a national strategy including 
for emergencies and help bring jobs back to Michi-
gan and the U.S.”

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, 75% 
manufacturers have experienced supply chain disrup-
tions, according to the Institute for Supply Manage-
ment. Prior to the pandemic — America’s share of 
global manufacturing had declined by approximately 
35% in the previous 15 years. The National Institute 
of Manufacturing Act would establish the NIM to re-
view federal regulations that affect manufacturing 
and help develop a National Strategic Plan for Manu-
facturing that includes planning for emergencies and 
supply chain disruptions. The bill would also revive 
and elevate the National Manufacturing Council — 
which was established by the International Trade Ad-
ministration and was last convened four years ago.
For more information, please contact NMMA senior 
vice president of government and legal affairs, Nicole 
Vasilaros at nvasilaros@nmma.org.
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